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to independent persons but when any one joined with others in
any undertaking they were bound to their colleagues and to those
they served in all their public acts.
The Queen expects to hear from you on the subject.
I am delighted to have the honor of dining with you on Tuesday
next.
979  (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 436.)
HOUSE OF COMMONS. July 3. 1883.
Mr. Gladstone , , . humbly recalls Your Majesty's attention to
his previous communications on the subject of Mr. Chamberlain's
Speech at Birmingham, and of his effort to obtain the adoption
of a different tone in the Speech made on Saturday at the
Cobden Club.
After perusing that Speech, and observing the reception it met
with in various quarters, Mr. Gladstone addressed a letter to Mr.
Chamberlain, and received a reply, which he thinks does as much
as can be done under the circumstances to repair an error of those
letters, which he hopes may be considered as in some degree
making provision for the future. Mr. Gladstone incloses copies1:
being desirous that in the case of Mr. Chamberlain, as in that of
Sir Charles Dilke, Your Majesty should be possessed with the
greatest exactness of all means of judgment. Both have shown, in
various ways, undoubted power to serve the public, and their
time of life together with their capacity and the positions they
have severally attained enhance the importance of any question
relating to their political demeanour.
980              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. July 5. 1883.
... I think Her Majesty was satisfied with the result of the
correspondence with Mr. Chamberlain.
981              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
OSBORNE. August 2.   1883.
The Queen commands me to send you an extract from a letter
she has received from a person who is correctly informed.
1 Printed in J. L. Garvin's Life of Joseph Chamberlain, 1,397-8,